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If  we don't stop pollution, then 
our environment will be ruined. 



Pollution

Pollution is one of the primary 
ways in which humans have 
caused drastic modifications of 
wildlife habitat. 

In some cases wildlife 
populations have suffered 
severe losses or even faced 
extinction due to pollution. 



Types of  Pollutants 

Toxic pollutants include 
synthetic chemicals, oil, toxic 
metals, and acid rain. 



What do these Pollutants 
Do? 

Oil spills: The most obvious effects 
of oil spills on wildlife are the 
deaths that occur immediately 
after the spill, due to coating of 
animal fur or feathers with oil and 
exposure to high concentrations of 
the toxic components of crude oil. 

The worst part of oil spills is what 
happens after... it coats the animal 
fur or feathers with oil and exposes 
it to high concentrations of the 
toxic components of crude oil.



What do these Pollutants 
Do? 

Synthetic chemicals: 
Organochlorine has a 
tendency to evaporate 
into our atmosphere. 
Also, they have the most 
widespread effects on 
wildlife because of 
biomagnification. 



What do these Pollutants 
Do? 

Toxic metals:  They are natural 
components of the earth's 
crust found throughout the 
ecosphere in at least small (or 
"background") concentrations. 
The background 
concentrations are harmless to 
living organisms. Human 
activities can cause 
concentrations of toxic metals 
to reach levels that are hazards 
to living organisms. 



What do these Pollutants Do?
Acid rain: is a rain or any other form of 
precipitation that is unusually acidic, 
meaning that it possesses elevated levels of 
hydrogen ions (low pH). 

It can have harmful effects on plants, 
aquatic animals and infrastructure. Acid 
rain is caused by emissions of sulfur 
dioxide and nitrogen oxide, which react 
with the water molecules in the 
atmosphere to produce acids. 

Some Governments have made efforts 
since the 1970s to reduce the release of 
sulfur dioxide and nitrogen oxide into the 
atmosphere with positive results.  .



What we can do to help? 
Commute smart by walking or riding to work or the shops instead of driving. 
Motor vehicle emissions remain the most significant source of most common air 
pollutants.

Choose a fuel-efficient vehicle next time you are replacing your car. The Green 
Vehicle Guide provides ratings on the environmental performance of new vehicles 
sold in Australia. www.greenvehicleguide.gov.au  (link is external)

Save energy, by turning off the television and make sure you flick the light switch 
when you leave the room. Not only will you save money on your electricity bill, 
you will be reducing emissions from coal-fired electricity plants.

Buy energy -efficient appliances. Check the energy rating label when buying new 
or second hand electrical appliances. More stars mean less emissions. The Energy 
Rating web site will help you select energy efficient appliances: 
www.energyrating.gov.au  (link is external)

Use environmentally friendly cleaning products. Phosporus in detergents increases 
nutrient loads in rivers and can cause excessive algal growth. Never pour chemicals 
or fertilisers down the drain as they get washed into stormwater drains and into 
rivers or the ocean.
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