
 Honors Geometry 

2015-2016 

www.mrssowatskysmath.weebly.com 
 

Instructor: Mrs. Lisa Anne Sowatsky lsowatsky@smccmonroe.com  

twitter: @sowatskymath 

 

Textbook: Larson Geometry, Holt McDougal (2012) 

 

Required Materials: 

 Textbook (on iPad) 

 Pencils 

 Highlighter 

 Folder or binder 

 Loose-leaf paper 

 Scientific Calculator (You will not be allowed to use iPads on 

quizzes/tests/exams. It is your responsibility to have a functioning 

calculator for these assessments.) 

 

Course Description: 

Grade Level: 10  Credit: 1 
Prerequisites: Minimum 93% in Algebra I and teacher recommendation 
In addition to the objectives of Geometry, Honors Geometry works with more 

challenging problems and extends the concepts that will be studied. The students 

are also expected to demonstrate a more complete understanding of proof writing 

mechanics. 

 

Course Outcomes: 

Upon successful completion of Geometry, the student will be able to: 

 Use reasoning skills and think logically to solve problems and proofs 

 Describe, analyze, and recognize the underlying beauty in the structures 

that compose our world 

 Use geometric thinking to understand and solve both mathematical and 

applied problems using analytical and spatial reasoning skills. 
 

Instructional Methods: This course is a combination of lecture, modeling, and 

practice 
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Course Policies: 

Honors Expectations: This is an ‘Honors’ level class that has higher expectations 

than Regular Geometry. Honors Geometry moves at a faster pace, has longer 

homework assignments, and more assessments. A large part of this class will focus 

on skills needed for proofs and problem solving.  

 

Absences: 

Unexcused – You will receive a zero for any tests, quizzes, or assignments missed 

during an unexcused absence. 

Excused – You are responsible to make up any and all work in a timely manner. I will 

not come to you. This includes quizzes and tests. Please check the in-class bulletin 

board and the webpage for missing assignments. In addition, screencasts of the 

lectures are available on the class webpage. Homework turned in more than one 

week after your return will be considered late. Make-up quizzes and tests can be 

taken before or after school or in a study hall. You must see me to make those 

arrangements. Failure to complete absent work in a timely manner will result in a ‘0’. 

 

Tardiness: Each student must be in the classroom before the second (tardy) bell 

rings. Failure to do so will be considered as an unexcused tardy. Unexcused tardies 

will be handled by the SMCC Behavior Rubric. Students coming late from a 

classroom need to have a pass from that particular teacher admitting them to 

class. Students that are late for first hour must have a pass from the Main Office. 

 

Hall Pass: Students lose valuable learning time when they are not present during 

class. Students are expected to come to class prepared with their required 

materials and use passing time for the restroom. For this reason, students will not 

be allowed to go to their lockers for forgotten items. Bathroom passes will only be 

given medical reasons or emergencies. 

 

Behavior: In order to have a safe and positive learning environment for everyone, 

students must exhibit appropriate behavior. Any behavior that is detrimental to 

the learning process in not acceptable. See the SMCC Behavior Rubric for 

consequences to inappropriate behavior.  All SMCC rules apply in the classroom. 

This includes dress code and no food or beverages in the classroom unless teacher 

initiated. 

 



Class Participation: Active participation in class is important to your success. 

Participation includes, but is not limited to: taking notes, engaging in class 

discussion, and completion of assignments. 

 

 

Grading: Your quarter grade will be based upon: 

1. (20%) Homework assignments 

2. (30%) Quizzes (given often and may or may not be announced) 

3. (50%) Tests (at least one per chapter) 

 

The grading scale will follow the SMCC scale found in the Handbook. 

 

Homework: Homework assignments must be completed for this class. You must 

copy down the problem and show your work or explanation on paper in pencil. Do not 

just write the answers. Each problem will be clearly numbered and done in 

consecutive order. If you do not know how to complete a problem, leave room on 

your paper to complete that problem when you get help. Each homework assignment 

is worth 10 points and is graded on an EFFORT BASIS. It is to your advantage to 

attempt all of the assigned problems. See the homework rubric for more 

information. 

 

Late Homework: Homework that is not turned in on the due date is considered late 

and will result in partial credit. It is to your advantage to keep up with the 

homework as several late assignments can seriously affect your grade. Late 

homework will only be accepted until a test is taken on that material. 

 

Extra Help: If you are having trouble with homework, please ask for help. I am 

available before and after school except when there are meetings. In addition, 

many teachers post nice lessons on YouTube. Remember to ask for help right away. 

Many of the topics in this class build on each other and you can get behind very 

quickly. 

 

Extra Credit: Extra Credit is not available for this class as it is an honors course. 

It is expected that you will devote a sufficient amount of time to your studies to 

earn your grade. 

 

Ipad Use: You will use your iPad for many things in this class. Some of the ways 

you will use your iPad will be (but is not limited to): taking notes, various 



assessments, logic games, and using apps to create projects. This does not mean 

that you can play games on your iPad or take pictures at any time. You are expected 

to be on task at all times. Students that are not on task with their iPads are in 

violation of the iPad Usage Policy and the Behavior Intervention Form will be used. 

 

Calamity Days (Snow Days): There may be occasions when I will assign work when 

school is cancelled. Please check the weebly for these assignments. I will also 

contact you through Remind about assignments. 

 

Late Homework Passes: Late Homework Passes may be earned on a limited basis 

for this class. Having a pass does not mean you do not have to complete a homework 

assignment. Late homework passes allow you to turn in homework late without 

penalty (considered ‘on time’) before the end of the quarter. 

 

Course Syllabus: 

Chapter 1 Essentials of Geometry 

Chapter 2 Reasoning and Proof 

Chapter 3 Parallel and Perpendicular Lines 

Chapter 4 Congruent Triangles 

Chapter 5 Relationships Within Triangles 

Chapter 6 Similarity 

Chapter 7 Right Triangles 

Chapter 8 Quadrilaterals 

Chapter 9 Properties of Transformations (time permitting) 

Chapter 10 Properties of Circles 

Chapter 11 Measurement of Figures and Solids 

Chapter 12 Probability (time permitting) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


